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When | Dialed 100

Samiksha Dixit

Standard 7

When | was eight years old, | had
gone to my uncle’s house. One day in
" the afternoon my mother and aunt
had gone to the neighbour’s house. My
father and uncle were having their
lunch in the kitchen. Amit, Sumit and |
were playing in the hall. We were
playing with the telephone. At that
time a TV serial named 100 was very
famous. So just for fun we dialed 100
for two or three times. It rang and
somebody picked it up, but we didn’t

speak.

After some time our telephone
rang. My uncle came to receive the
telephone. There was a policeman on
the line. He asked my uncle angrily,
“Why are you calling us?”’ My uncle
apologised and said, “Some children
were playing with the telephone.
Perhaps they dialed the number. | am
extremely sorry for that.”

Then uncle scolded us and ordered

us not to touch the telephone.

Akshata Magar
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Mrutyunjay

Akshata Magar
Standard 9

When | was in the seventh
standard, | asked my mother, “Tell me
one book that is very interesting.” My
mother said, “You must read
Mrutyunjay.” | asked her what this
Mrutyunjay was. She said, “l won’t tell
you anything. You just read it.”

When | looked into our school library
| realised that Mrutyunjay was one of
the most popular books. So after two
months of waiting | got it from the
library. When | saw the book | was
scared! How was | going to read such a
thick book? | started reading with
displeasure. But as | read further and
further, | started getting interested in it.

The book is about the generous
Angaraj Karna, the son of the sun. He
was very intelligent, with golden
earrings and a shell.

Karna was the best friend of Kaurav
prince Duryodhana and although he
was Kunti’s son, he spent all his life as
Suta-putra (a charioteers’ son). He was
a great warrior but people saw him only
as a Suta-putra. This hurt Karna.

When | read all this | too felt hurt
and felt that | was with him. |
experienced all the incidents with him.
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The personality of Karna came alive
in front of my eyes.

| didn’t know how hours passed
when | read this book. | was totally
immersed in the book. | didn’t hear
anything when | was reading.

Shivaji Sawant has written this
book and has tried to give a new
prespective about Karna.

| read the complete book like mad.
| didn’t want to stop reading. |
thought, “Let anything happen in the
world, | won’t put the book down!” |
had got a pain in my neck. But | didn’t
stop because | was curious about what
would happen next.

When the book ended my mother
asked me how | felt. | didn’t say
anything because there were no words
in my dictionary for this book.

When someone asks me how
Mrutunjay is, | tell them, “Just read it!”’
In the end | will only say, “Jaytu Karna
jaytu.”

o



My First Cricket Match

Ruturaj Kadam
Standard 9

| was in the seventh. Our Diwali
vacation was going on. We went to our
hometown Giravi. Everybody was
happy because it was Diwali. | was
happy too. | heard that villagers were
planning two cricket matches, in the
joy of Diwali. My elder brothers had
taken part in a match. One place was
empty in their team so they gave me
an apportunity to play in their team.

Our match was on the second day.
Our team lost the toss. The opposite
team decided to bat first. Somehow
everybody knew that the match would
be interesting. The other team’s
beginning was good. They made 58
runs in 7 overs. | didn’t bowl in the
first 10 overs. But our captain showed
confidence in me and gave me one
over to bowl. But luck was not with
me. The batsman hit two sixes and
also one boundary in that over. |
disappointed everybody. | had given
away 18 runs in one over. Our winning
was becoming more and more difficult.

We needed 108 runs in 15 overs to
win that match. The beginning of our
batting was completely unexpected.
We lost our first wicket on the first ball
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of our inning. But the 63 runs made
by the next two batsmen was a ray of
hope. Our fifth wicket fell on 73. | was
the next batsman. | drove first ball
between covers and got four runs.

| was playing on 23. We needed 20
runs in two overs and three wickets
were still in our hands. | was on the
strike. | was ready. A new bowler
bowled the first ball. | wanted to hit that
ball between point and cover, but |
missed it and the ball went in the
keeper’s hands. There was a small
sound. The bowler appealed loudly. But
the umpire gave not out. | somehow
knew that there was a small snick. So |
started walking towards the pavilion.

Everybody was shocked. Nobody
knew what had happened. But | knew |
was out. Maybe the umpire hadn’t
heard the sound, but | was surely out.
When | was walking my father looked
at me and smiled. After that we lost
our two wickets quickly and lost the
match by 10 runs.

see page 28
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My Grandma

Pranjali Bhujbal
Standard 9

My Aaji’s name is Kusum. She is 66
years old. Her hobbies are to make
different dishes, listen to the radio, and
go for a walk at 5 o’ clock in the
morning. She also likes to visit different
places, espesially temples and historical
monuments. She is always humming to
herself.

My Aaji was born in Wai. Her name
was Kusum Zore. Her father’s name was
Krishna and mother’s name was Radha.
My Aaji had 4 sisters and 3 brothers.
She was the fourth child of her parents.
Her father owned a sweet shop. He
used to make varieties of Mithai and sell
them. My Aaji completed her schooling
till seventh class. She wanted to study
more but the times were hard. So her
dream of studying further remained
incomplete.

On 23rd April 1964 my Aaji got
married to my Ajoba. His name was
Bhagwanrao Bhujbal. He was a teacher.
First they lived in Taradgaon. Then my
Ajoba was transferred to Vakhri. He
taught English there. He went to Vakhri
on bicycle everyday for eleven years.
And then he was transferred to
Phaltan. There was a small room in
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Pawargalli where they lived. My Ajoba
taught Hindi and Hockey in
Yashwantrao Chavan High School.

My Aaji had 3 sons. The eldest is
Snajay uncle, second is my father Satish
and the youngest is Sachin uncle. They
studied in Phaltan and came first in their
school. Later my older uncle and my
father went to Pune for their education
and they became civil engineers. My
younger uncle became a teacher of
Science and Maths. Because of this my
Aaji and Ajoba were very happy.

Aaji always told us about the many
experiences of her life. She says that
those days were very hard. My Ajoba’s
monthly income was only 60 rupees. in
1968. So everybody worked hard for the
family and children’s education. When
my Aaji told her good experiences she
told about our house. Earlier they lived
in a single room but in 1983 they built
a new house in Vidyanagar. She says
that for this house my Ajoba and uncle
worked very hard. Ajoba took extra
classes to return the loan and when the
new house was built, her dream came
true. It was the happiest thing for her.




She was also very happy when her
eldest son got a new job at the age of

18 and his income was 2000 rupees.
Because of this Ajoba got some relief.
My Aaji is now happy and satisfied.
She had also done the ‘charidham’
yatra. She says that she has got
responsible sons, sensible daughter-in-
laws and lovable grandchildren. So she
is happy and is busy in her hobbies and

From page 24
My First Circket Match

On one side | was feeling bad
about our defeat but on the other |
felt proud of my decision.

At supper time my father called me
and gave me a hundred rupee note
without saying anything. | knew that
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thanks the God for everything..

Ajoba is no more now. “But his
teachings and blessings will always be
with us to encourage us in life”, says my
Aaji.

&

it was a reward for my honesty.

That was my first cricket match and
| can never forget it. It will always be
my ideal.

&
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