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Baba

I called my grandfather Baba. He was
70 years old when he passed away. He was
like a child. I loved him. He looked younger
than his age. His life was very simple.

In summer holidays my three cousin
sisters came to Phaltan. So, we were five
children. We had a lot of fun. We drank lassi
and ate mangoes. Baba couldn't enjoy these
things because he had diabetes. Aaji had told
him,” No sweets!” But Baba was very
stubborn. He wanted to eat sweets.

One day when Aaji was sleeping in the
afternoon, he went behind the house and
drank lassi. He came back and put the empty
pouch of lassi near me. When Aaji asked who
drank it he said, "I don't know. The kids must
have drunk it.” He lied and and Aaji shouted at us. She ordered me to throw
the empty pouch in the dustbin.

Once we went to our farm. There are many mango trees. Baba always
wanted to eat mangoes. He thought if he ate mangoes then children will tell
to Aaji and Aaji will scold him. So, he requested us not to tell Aaji. Then he
started eating a mango. While eating some mango pulp fell on his shirt and
his shirt got a yellow stain. So, Baba washed his shirt in the farm, dried it and
then wore it. It was fun. Aaji never found out. Now I remember all these
things and miss him.

-Sharayu Mane, 9"

Scarecrow
A scarecrow stands in the fields
Its head is a pot,
and legs are bamboo sticks.
He is wearing a half pant
And an old shirt
He is standing day and night
to scare away the birds
-Takshashil Ahiwale, 7"
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My Cooking
When I was 12 years old I wanted to
cook food butThad never cooked before. So
[ said to my mother, “Mamma, please teach
me cooking” My younger brother Pratik
started to laugh. I said, “In my class almost
all girls can cook.” My father said, “Why are
you inviting the trouble?” "What do you
want to say, papa?” I asked. He said, "Don't
learn cooking otherwise after some days your mother will say the she is
tired and you should do all the cooking.” Ilaughed and agreed.

But slowly my family members started suggesting that I was an older
girl now and I must cook. My grandma said to me, “You are in the 7th grade
now. Shruti is younger than you but still she can cook.”

One day my mother had gone to her mother's home. I was very
hungry. I checked all the tins in the kitchen. Some were empty and some
had groceries in them. I could not control my hunger. I wanted to eat
something delicious. I decided to make pohe which is my favourite food. I
had learned the recipe of pohe from my cousin sister. I started to make
pohe. In the process I burnt my hand a little. As the mouth-watering smell
spread in the house my confidence grew. I was very happy as I had cooked
tasty pohe for the first time. This was a secret. My family didn't know about
my little adventure. I knew that if I told my mother she would tell me to
make pohe all the time.

One day my mother had a headache. She could not do any work.
Pratik and I were hungry, so I made pohe. I served hot pohe in a dish and
gave it to my mother. She was shocked! She hugged me. I cook with full
confidence now.

Saniya Kakade, When in 9"
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My Mango orchard

~
My mango orchard is nice /{/(@/W
.‘)

When T visit it I feel alive RN
The orchard is green, '
There are a lot of fruits
I will pick up some mangoes
And make tasty juice
-Sara Bansode, 7"
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Doctor-Doctor

school I stayed in the hospital where my
O %D mother worked. She was a nurse. At that
time nobody was at home to take care of

c@ @ me. My elder brother went to school and
BE@ B8 <) my father went for work. So I had to stay
= with my mother. I watched all her

'”‘ @ When I was in balwadi after
.q:g'

movements- how she gave injections to
the patients and how she put saline.

One Saturday it was holiday and all of us were at home. My friend
Tanvi and her younger brother Kartik had come to play. Tanvi was a year
younger than me. I suggested that we play doctor-doctor. Tanvi and Kartik
agreed. I was the doctor, Tanvi was the nurse and Kartik was the patient. I
took one empty bislery bottle and made a hole in its cap. From the hole I
took out a thread and at its end I tied a needle. The saline bottle was ready.

Kartik came to my hospital and said, “I am sick.” I hung the saline
bottle to a tree and ordered him to lie down. I was about to put needle in
Kartik's hand when fortunately my mother came running and stopped me. A
lot of scolding and weeping followed.

From the next day my mother put me in the day care centre and
never took me to the hospital till I became mature.

Shreya Devkar, When in 9"

My Chilli Plant

One day I sowed a chilli seed
[ sowed it in a pot,
cause I didn't have a field
My plant grew tall
I showed it to all
I waited for days and hours
Finally came little flowers
Everything was going great
The chillies grew straight
I plucked some chillies
and ate them finally!

-Samruddhi Mohite, 7*
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Fighter

Tears were like weapons

That came out of my eyes

Gave me hundreds of wounds

And destiny taught me to read minds.

People who were so close yesterday
Did not remain mine
How could they go empty-handed?
Left tears in my eyes.

Now I am afraid of being attached to anyone
Afraid that they will show their true colours in
the end

Why did I waste my time caring for those,
who labelled my character without any base?

Tears gave me cuts

which remind me of the past
Some puppets of other hands
Had broken my heart

Why I didn't understand this simple truth
That people keep using us till we are mute?

But now your turn is over

Now it's mine

Beware as your single mistake

Can bring storms in the silent times.

Don't go on my appearance
For I can be as silent as grave
and as loud as a storm

I will fight for myself,

A fighter I was born.

Saie Kumthekar, When in 9"
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Let the dream of Indo-Pak
unity shine in every eye...
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